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Record Number of People with Disabilities Voted in 2008 Election
Immediate Release by Nebraska Advocacy Services, the Center for Disability Rights, Law and Advocacy; Statewide Independent Living Council, the Arc of Nebraska, ADAPT NE and People First of Nebraska
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: Tania Diaz 1-800-422-6691, E-mail: tania@nas-pa.org or Kathy Hoell 402-438-7979, E-mail:  khoell@cox.net 
July 16, 2009 – New numbers released show Americans with disabilities voted in record numbers in the 2008 presidential election.
According to a study by Lisa Schur and Douglas Kruse, professors at the School of Management and Labor Relations, Rutgers University, who have conducted numerous studies on voting and people with disabilities, 3.8 million more people with disabilities voted in the 2008 presidential election than the 2000 presidential election.

According to the study, 14.7 million Americans with disabilities voted in the 2008 presidential election. About 10.9 million Americans with disabilities voted in the 2000 presidential election.

Kruse and Schur analyzed data from the federal government’s Current Population Survey Voting Supplement for November 2008 to calculate the number of voters with disabilities in the 2008 election.

According to Kruse and Schur, the turnout of people with disabilities was only 7 percentage points lower than that of people without disabilities in the November 2008 election. Among the voting eligible population (citizens age 18 or older), 57.3 percent of people with disabilities voted, compared to 64.5 percent of people without disabilities.

The numbers of voters with disabilities in 2008 shows voters with disabilities are just as large of a voting bloc as other minorities as compared to 15.9 million African-Americans and 9.7 million Hispanic voters in the 2008 election.

Of importance to Nebraska, the study showed a turnout rate of 62.1% of those voters with disabilities and a 68.0% turnout rate for those without disabilities showing only a 5.9% gap between voters with disabilities and those voters without disabilities.*  When compared to the national average of voters with disabilities, Nebraska voters with disabilities was 4.8% higher.  Nebraska voters without disabilities were 3.5% higher than the national average of voters without disabilities.
Information derived from “Fact Sheet:  Disability and Voter Turnout in the 2008 Elections” authored by Lisa Schur and Douglas Kruse- professors at the School of Management and Labor Relations, Rutgers University.  Fact sheet available at www.nebraskaadvocacyservices.org 
 *It should be cautioned that the sample size is low in many states, which increases the margin of error and decreases the likelihood of finding a disability gap that exceeds the margin of error.
For more information about the study, contact Douglas Kruse at 908-616-7841.
*************
Nebraska Advocacy Services, Inc. (NAS), The Center for Disability Rights, Law and Advocacy, is a private, non-profit organization that protects and advocates for the rights of Nebraskans with significant physical or mental disabilities. 
The Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) provides leadership and advocacy in support of the independent living philosophy and movement which works for self-determination, equal opportunities, self-respect and full community integration and participation for persons with disabilities. 
The Arc of Nebraska is committed to helping children and adults with disabilities secure the opportunity to choose and realize their goals of where and how they learn, live, work and play. 

ADAPT NE is a grass-roots community that organizes disability rights activists to engage in nonviolent direct action, including civil disobedience, to assure the civil and human rights of people with disabilities to live in freedom. 

People First of Nebraska is an organization run by and for People with developmental disabilities who are learning to work together to find their voice using different tools such as peer mentoring.
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